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Indication:  Major depressive episodes 
 
 
 
7 March 2003 
 
 
The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) has completed its assessment of the above 
product and advises NHS Boards and ADTCs on its use in NHS Scotland. The 
recommendation is summarised as follows: 
 
ADVICE 
 
Recommended for use within NHS Scotland 
 
REASONS FOR ADVICE 
 
Escitalopram has been shown to be as effective as citalopram in short-term use and the 
health economic model submitted suggests that it is also cost-effective. However, the 
resource usage assumptions and clinical evidence underpinning the model are not robust 
and no clear benefits are demonstrated over the parent product - citalopram or other 
effective and cheaper agents.   
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