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The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) has completed its assessment of the above 
product and advises NHS Boards and ADTCs on its use in NHS Scotland. The 
recommendation is summarised as follows: 
 
ADVICE 
 
Etoricoxib is recommended for use within NHS Scotland. 
 
Its use should be in accordance with guidance issued by the National Institute for Clinical 
Excellence (NICE) for COX-2 selective NSAIDs in the treatment of OA & RA.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Etoricoxib is effective in the symptomatic treatment of osteoarthritis (OA) and rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA).  It is also effective in the treatment of acute gouty arthritis. It should be used 
for patients at high risk of gastro-intestinal adverse-effects to non-selective NSAIDs.  In 
common with other COX-2 selective NSAIDs, etoricoxib is associated with less gastro-
intestinal adverse-effects than non-selective NSAIDs, but the relative risks of cardiovascular 
events in such patients are unclear. There is no evidence that etoricoxib has advantages or 
disadvantages compared with other COX-2 selective NSAIDs. 
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