
Scottish Medicines Consortium  
 
 
 

Published 09 February 2009   Secretariat - Delta House 50 West Nile Street Glasgow G1 2NP 

  Telephone 0141 225 6989  
  E-mail: rosie.murray@nhs.net 

 
 Chairman Dr Kenneth R Paterson 

  
fentanyl 100, 200, 300, 400, 600 and 800 microgram 

sublingual tablets (Abstral) (No: 534/09) 

ProStrakan   
 

Product Update 
 
 
09 January 2009 
 
The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC)has completed its assessment of the above 
product and advises NHS Boards and Area Drug and Therapeutic Committees (ADTCs) on 
its use in NHS Scotland. The advice is summarised as follows: 
 

ADVICE: following an abbreviated submission 
 

fentanyl sublingual tablets (Abstral) are accepted for restricted use in NHS Scotland for 
the management of breakthrough pain in adult patients using opioid therapy for chronic 
cancer pain.  Use of sublingual fentanyl tablets should be restricted to patients who are 
unsuitable for other short-acting opioids e.g. oral morphine. This product offers an 
alternative to buccal administration at a reduced cost per administration.   
 
Prescribers should be aware of the differing absorption and elimination characteristics of 
available oral fentanyl preparations; doses are not interchangeable.     
 

 
 
Advice context: 

 
No part of this advice may be used without the whole of the advice being quoted in full.  
 
This advice represents the view of the Scottish Medicines Consortium and was arrived at 
after evaluation of the evidence submitted by the company. It is provided to inform the 
considerations of Area Drug & Therapeutics Committees and NHS Boards in Scotland in 
determining medicines for local use or local formulary inclusion. This advice does not 
override the individual responsibility of health professionals to make decisions in the 
exercise of their clinical judgement in the circumstances of the individual patient, in 
consultation with the patient and/or guardian or carer. 
 
This assessment is based on data submitted by the applicant company up to and including 
11 November 2008. 
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